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lessened stimulation of the nervous system will permit it to be used as fre¬ 
quently as may be necessary .—Journal des Proficient, 1896, No. 50, p. 790. 

On Tapping the Pericardium.— Mr. Austin Meldox closes his report of 
two successful cases by quoting West’s conclusions, which he believes should 
be adopted by the profession. These are: (1) Paracentesis pericardii is not 
only justifiable, but an operation which may be safely undertaken with ordi¬ 
nary precautions. One case only is recorded in which the operation was 
fatal. With this exception all the patients were greatly relieved by the 
removal even of a small amount of the fluid, and many recovered completely 
who would probably have died if the operation had not been performed. 
(2) The most suitable place for puncture is, in ordinary cases, in the fifth left 
intercostal space, one inch from the edge of the sternum; but if the pleura be 
adherent, the puncture may be safely made much further out, and even in 
the sixth space. (3) The instruments employed should be a trocar and 
canula, with or without aspiration. (4) The operation may be performed 
with advantage not only in the pericardial effusions of rheumatic or primary 
origin, but also in those which occur in the later stages of general dropsy, if 
it should appear that the fluid in the pericardium is adding to the difficulties 
under which the heart is placed. (5) Purulent pericarditis is best treated 
on general principles like an empyema, (a) The pericardial sac may in 
these cases be Bafely opened and drained. (6) The treatment, moreover, 
appears to be the only one which offers the slightest hope of recovery. 
(c) The results are likely to be more favorable than those of empyema, for 
the walls of the cavity are better able to contract rapidly and thus permit of 
complete obliteration .—Medical Press and Circular, 1896, No. 3006, p. 622. 

The Treatment of Bacteriuria.— Dr. Albert Hoqge prefers the use of 
salol, which is well borne, in a minimal dose of forty to sixty grains daily. 
The bacteria have disappeared within three days of treatment when four or 
five bladder-washings with corrosive sublimate (1 to 2000) or silver nitrate 
(1 to 100) had failed. Local treatment, as instillations of 3 to 5 per cent, 
silver nitrate or 5 per cent, copper sulphate solutions, has also been found 
to be of les3 value than salol .—Therapeutische Wochenschrift, 1896, No. 51, 
S. 1269. 

The Treatment of Gonorrhoea by Airol [Bismuth Oxy-iodo-gallate]. 
—Dr. W. Howald makes use of the following formula: ariol, 2; distilled 
water, 5 ; glycerin, 15. Upon standing, owing to separation of the iodine, 
the emulsion becomes stained a yellowish color, which does not unfit it 
for use. Injections of two drachms, after urination, are administered twice 
each week. The first injection usually gives rise to a burning sensation, 
which completely disappears after the second or third. The injections 
should be retained for ten minutes. Upon the occurrence of cystitis and 
acute epididymitis, oil of sandalwood or salol was substituted for the injeo- 
tions. The fact that the former was constantly used at the same time with 
the injections naturally diminishes the value of the report. Of twenty 
patients suffering from acute gonorrhoea twelve were completely healed in a 
short time, while in the urine of six at their discharge tripper-faden 
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were found. The number of injections varied from two to sixteen, the latter 
number being necessary on account of relapse brought on by the excesses of 
the patient. Two patients only were not so rapidly benefited: one an alco¬ 
holic subject, the other one upon whom daily injections caused severe urethral 
irritation. The average number of injections before the disappearance of the 
gonococci was 2.5, and before the cessation of the discharge 4.8. In some 
patients the faden rapidly disappeared, in others the injections seemed 
to have but a slight influence. In chronic gonorrhoea the results are not so 
favorable. Of eleven patients three were speedily cured, but these presented 
only mild symptoms. The discharge ceased after an average of 2.6 injec¬ 
tions. In four instances the laden quickly disappeared; in the remainder 
the remedy apparently had but little influence. From these observations it 
may be stated that this remedy is an excellent one for checking discharge.— 
Correapondenz-Blatt fur Schweizer Aerzle , 1896, No. 24, S. 753. 

Senecio Vulgaris as an Emmenagogue.—MM. Dalche and Heine have 
used fluid extracts made from the aerial parts and the subterranean; the 
latter only, contains the two alkaloids senecine and senecionine. In practice 
it would appear that the fluid extract made from the subterranean parts was 
more constant in action, more rapid, and requires a smaller dose. The dose 
of the latter is from twenty-five to sixty drops in an ounce and a half of sweet¬ 
ened water; of the former the dose is one-fourth more. This remedy should 
be administered for different purposes, whether it is designed to relieve pain¬ 
ful menstruation or to produce an appearance of the flow. When used to 
soothe the pain which precedes, accompanies, or follows the appearance of 
the flow it was found to possess some action upon the uterus and adnexa, 
even if they are diseased, although relief of the dysmenorrhcea occurring 
with metritis or peri-uterine inflammations is much less marked. When this 
drug has been given for the relief of amenorrhcea only failures have been 
met with. On the other hand, when dysmenorrhcea has been treated by the 
drug, successfully or otherwise, it was noted that twice the flow was slightly 
increased in amount, six times diminished, and ten times it was normal in 
quantity. In general, action of the drug seems to leave the amount of flow 
either normal or lessened rather than to increase it, and this probably explains * 
the failures in amenorrhcea. So far as concerns other organs of the body, it 
does not appear to have any analgesic effect. On the other hand, its admin¬ 
istration has not been followed by untoward effects. So far as may be decided 
from the results obtained from its administration to domestic animals, thera¬ 
peutic doses of the fluid extract do not cause poisoning (by accumulation) 
nor abortion; yet the usual rules of prudence must not be neglected when it 
is given to women who may be presumed to be pregnant .—Lea Nouveaux 
Ren&dea, 1896, No. 23, p. 697. 

The Use of Amylene Hydrate in Diabetes Insipidus.—D r. H. Brack- 
mann states that this drug is considered to be so entirely hypnotic in its 
action that its property of modifying secretions has been entirely lost sight 
of. Scharschmidt alone notes that some patients perspire at the commence¬ 
ment of its use. In the single instance reported an evening dose of fifty 
grains diminished the thirst, lessened the quantity from 230 to 100 ounces. 



